Washington State

VII. DOCTORAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATIONS (DPEs)
The doctoral preliminary examination is designed to assess a students' proficiency in several broad areas of counseling psychology. The student must pass this examination in order to be admitted to candidacy for the Ph.D. The student must be admitted to candidacy before collecting data for the Ph.D. dissertation. The examination is conducted 4 hours a day on four consecutive days once a year in the fall semester. Grading is conducted on a pass/fail basis according to the policies of the graduate school.

Prerequisites
The preliminary examinations may not be scheduled until the student's Individual Program of Study has been submitted and approved by the Graduate School. After the program has been approved the student needs to complete the "Preliminary Examination Scheduling Form" and submit it to the Graduate School at least 10 working days prior to the exam date. In general before scheduling the exam, the student must complete (a) the core counseling psychology courses (Area A, except the research seminars); (b) the first two practica (Area B); (c) three or more courses in statistics, research design and psychological measurement (Area C, except CoPsy 590). A student should consult with his/her advisor regarding the appropriate prerequisites and co-requisites which may be approved in his/her particular case. All outstanding grades of incomplete must be complete before students can schedule for preliminary examinations.

The doctoral preliminary examination will include at least one question from each of the following areas:

(1) Research, design, and statistics

(2) Theories, interventions, and ethics

(3) Psychological measurement/appraisal

(4) Psychological foundations

 

A student must be enrolled for a minimum of 2 credits of CoPsy 800 (Doctoral Research, Dissertation, and/or Examination) during the semester in which he/she takes the prelims.

Procedures for Completion of Doctoral Preliminary Examinations
Preliminary examinations are scheduled once a year. The examinations are typically scheduled four hours daily on four consecutive days during the last week of August. Students wishing to take the next preliminary examination must sign up at least four weeks in advance with the Graduate Program Coordinator.

Mode of Preliminary Examination
Students may elect to either (a) hand write or (b) use their own personal computer (with appropriate software) to take their preliminary examinations. All personal computer systems, however, will be subject to the conditions for use delineated in the "Use of Personal Computers for Preliminary Examinations".

Handwritten Preliminary Examinations
Handwritten preliminary examinations will be photocopied by the Department upon completion. Students may pick up photocopies 24 hours after the examination. He or she must have it typed and returned to the Department within one week, from the last day of testing, for grading.

Use of Personal Computers for Doctoral Preliminary Examinations
The Department of Educational Leadership and Counseling Psychology allows the use of personal computers for Doctoral Preliminary Examinations subject to the following requirements. Requests to use your personal computer should be received two weeks prior to the examination date. You are strongly cautioned to make sure your computer is functioning properly. Loss of output may necessitate a re-take of the preliminary exam.

Security
The integrity of the information provided in the course of the Doctoral Preliminary Examinations must be maintained beyond any shadow of a doubt. All individuals intending to use personal computers must, in the presence of a qualified Department proctor, provide proof that the hard drives and disks are clean of any previous information. 

The hardware system (computer and printer) must be set up in the secure room designated for use by the Department in advance of the start of the preliminary examinations.

The student must display, for the exam proctor, all files contained on the system to ensure the presence of an operating system and word processing software only. If other software or files are present on the system, the student will be asked to hand write the exam.

The student must format the four diskettes required to store the output of the four days of preliminary examination answers in advance. The student will be asked to open each disk prior to each days questions.

Output
Printing of preliminary examination responses will begin after each days session Students are encouraged to provide high speed (parallel), letter quality printers to expedite the printing process. Spelling/grammar corrections must be made during each four hour session. No typing will be allowed after the exam time period has ended. 

Primary emphasis should be placed upon the content of preliminary examination responses and NOT upon the cosmetic quality of these responses. Personal computer usage is intended to facilitate the opportunity for the student to provide complete, thoughtful preliminary examination responses.

 

Grading
Grading of the examination is on a pass/fail basis with the Graduate Faculty of the Department, designating one of three specific outcomes: (a) pass without additional stipulations, (b) pass with additional stipulations, or (c) fail. The grading criteria for prelims is as follows:

Exemplary 5 = The response goes beyond foundational knowledge of the topic. Critical thinking is apparent. Analysis, synthesis and/or evaluation of content and ideas is represented. Integration of theory and practice illustrates sophistication of the response and deep understanding of the material;

Acceptable 3 = The major elements of the question were answered accurately. The response is logically written. It is clear that the student has knowledge of the issue;

Failure 1 = The response is inadequate. Few relevant points were made. The answer does not cover the question. The response is unorganized and poorly written.

Retake Policies
When a student fails any part of the preliminary examination, he/she must consult with his/her advisor before petitioning to retake the examination. Upon appropriate remediation of these deficits and approval of the student's Program Advisory Committee, he/she may petition to be allowed to retake the examination. The petition must be approved by the Graduate Faculty of the Department of Educational Leadership and Counseling Psychology before the student may retake the examination. Failure of a second administration of one or more areas constitutes a formal basis for dismissal from the program as required by Washington State University Graduate School policy.

